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2. As they had been to church and returing home again, 
She met her old father and seven armed men. 
Then up steped the old man and unto her did say, 
"Is this your good behavior? Is this your wedding day?  

**3. "And since you've been so foolish as to become a soldier's wife, 
Down in this lonesome valley I'll end your pleasant life.  

4. Then up stepped the soldier, saying "I do not like your prattle. 
Although I am the bridegroom, I am prepared for battle." 
He drew his sword and pistol and caus`ed them to rattle, 
And the lady held the horse while the soldier fought the battle.  

5. Well the first one he came to, he ran him through amain, 
The second one he came to, he serv`ed him the same. 
"Hold on!", said the old man, "You make my blood run cold! 
It's you shall have my daughter and five hundred pounds in gold!"  

**6. Then up steps the lady, saying, "The portion is too small. 
Fight on and win the battle and you shall have it all!"  

7. Then up steps the old man and acknowledged him his heir; 
'Twas not because he loved him, 'twas out of dread and fear. 
There never was a soldier that was fit to carry a gun, 
Who would never flinch or give an inch 'til the battle he had won.

*Seeger inserts an extra measure here in the first verse, lengthening the note on the word "He". 
In the other verses, he performs it as written.

**The 3rd and 5th verses are sung on the 3rd and 4th phrases of the tune.

Seeger is very flexible with his rhythms, adjusting them verse to verse to fit the words and for expressiveness.
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